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T he specter of doubt about the assassination of John 
P. Kennedy appeared in the nightmare hours after 
he was killed in Dallas and has not been allayed or 
exorcised in the 17 years since. Was the crime the re- 
sult of a conspiracy? Were secret intelligence agencies 
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involved? Was it the work of left-wing or right-wing 
groups, organized crime, anti-Castro or pro-Castro 
forces, or some combination of these? 

British investigative reporter Anthony Summers be- 
came interested in the Kennedy case while producing a 
BBC-TV documentary on it, decided to pursue the mat- 
ter not only in archive research but in tracing and talk- 
ing to surviving witnesses, some of whose testimony 



was ignored by the Warren Commission or remained 
unpursued by the House of Representatives Select 
Committee on Assassinations because of lack of tune 
and funds. The Select Committee report last year con- 
cluded— on the basis of new acoustical analyses of topes 
of a motorcycle officer’s open microphone— Uiat at least 
two gunmen fired at the President on Nov. 22, 1963, one 
from the Texas Book Depository, the other from the 
"grassy knoll” on Dealey Plaza. 

The committee’s detailed and compelling account of 
its investigation of the assassinations of President Ken- 
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King was published just 
less than a year ago and still is available in "The Final 
Assassination Report” (Bantam Extra Edition: $3.95; il- 
lustrated; with a foreword by Tom Wicker and an in- 
troduction by Robert Blakey, chief counsel of the com- 
mittee. ) Despite the dramatic conclusions of evidence of 



<i 

conspiracy in the killing of President Kennedy and of 
another conspiracy in the murder of King, the report 
met public apathy and the customary hostility in the 
press toward any who dissented from the orthodoxy of 
the Warren Report, which had Lee Harvey Oswald as 
the sole assassin and Jack Ruby as an emotional aven- 
ger a small-time nebbish whose only motive was to 
save Jacqueline Kennedy from a harrowing ordeal at 
Oswald’s trail. Amazingly, when the Select Committee 
report appeared, some editorial writers expressed the 
view that it did no service tohistorf, that it prolonged 
confusion. One newspaper said with confidence, "Few 
Americans are very fervent these days to know the 
single, burning, absolute truth about the killings.” 

Seen across the chasm of Watergate, in the light of 
revelations about the CIA and FBI in domestic intel- 
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licence, both the report of the Select Committee and 
Summers’ "Conspiracy” have claims on our attention. 
The latter has done what American journalists, with a 
few rare exceptions, should have done in seeking the 
truth about Dallas, 1963. There is more than sufficient 
data to establish that the Warren Commission, however 
noble its motives in seeking to allay the /ears of the 
American public, however capable its staff, simply did 
not have all the information to work with, tended to ig- 
nore testimony that did not comport with its theory of 
the single assassin. We know now that the intelligence 
agencies were disingenuous and misleading in their de- 
nials of knowledge about Oswald. It is not ta attnbute 
sinister motives to the Warren Commission to s^ that 
it functioned- with at least ohe member, Allen Dulles, 
who was former head of the CLA— to provide some 
reassurances that have turned out to be pure fiction. 

Indeed, the Kennedy case is filled with myths and 
anti-myths. One myth is that the Kennedy case re- 
ceived the best scientific, expert investigation modern 
America could muster. That simply isnt the case. Any 
Saturday night murder in a big city receives more ex- 
perienced autopsy procedure than the slam American 
President did. Even with the confusion and emotion of 
the moment, some of the poor handling of evidence is 
shocking. The struggle over the President s corpse re- 
sulted in the Secret Service taking it away from exper- 
ienced Dallas authorities at gunpoint, flying it to Be- 
thesda Naval Hospital where doctors, according to the 
expert study commissioned by the Select Committee, 
"had insufficient training and experience to evaluate a 
death from gunshot wounds.” None was a forensic 
pathologist and the dean of that profession, Dr. Milton 
Hel pern, former Medical Examiner for New York Uty, 
said of the President’s autopsy, "It’s like sending a 7- 
vear-old boy who has taken three lessons on the violin 
over to the New York Philharmonic and expecting him 
to perform a Tchaikovsky symphony. He knows how to 
hold the violin and bow, but he has a long way to go be- 
fore he can make music.” ...... 

Those who remained skeptical of the official version 
of the assassination, the people passed off as cranks, 
neurotics, obsessives and lunatics— and there were 
surely some sensation-seekers among them-were tar- 
gets of criticism and mockery in the press, so much so 
liat, again in the post-Watergate view, it is not impos- 
sible that they were victims of intelligence disinfor- 
mation” efforts. Yet many of the "assassinologists, as 
they were sometimes called— among them Mary Ferrell 
of Texas, Paul Hoch of California, Sylvia Meagher and 
reporter Earl -Gate of the Dallas Morning News- 
through meticulous scholarship and zeal kept alive the 
investigation, which should have been the work of offi- 



cial agencies. Even more so now. If the Select Commit- 
tee’s conclusion is valid, then simple justice demands 

that leads be followed before more time passes. 

Summers was surprised and even shocked that he 
found a “journalistic vacuum" he sought out tes- 
timony, "repeatedly found myself the first reporter to 
interview relevant witnesses.” Th ® s ®. included Warren 
Commission staffers who expressed dissatisfaction with 
the “evidence” they were given by the FBI and CIA- 
One former Warren Commission counsel Judge Burt 
Griffin, told Summers, 1 feel betrayed. I feel that the 
CIA lied to us, that we had an agency of government 
here which we were depending upon, that we expected 
to be truthful with us, and to cooperate with us. And 
they didn’t do it. The CIA concealed from us the fact 
that they were involved in efforts to assassinate Castro 
which could have been of extreme importance to us. 
Especially the fact that they were involved in working 
with the Mafia at that time," Griffin felt the same about 
the FBh "What is most disturbing to me is that two 
agencies of the government, that were supposed to be 
loyal and faithful to us, deliberately misled us. 

The strength of Summers’ book is in the increment of 
detail carefully woven, organized around the physical 
evidence, around the personality and politics of Oswald, 
the associations and friends of Ruby, the situation in 
Cuba that brought gangsters and antl -Castro forces 
together, the Kennedy policies ^at aroused hratl ity in 
both these groups, and, not least, the host of official in 
telligence agents and the network of smaller fish, avo- 
cational secret agents, people used by. semiofficial in- 
formers and provocateurs. Oswald was in this world, no 
matter the denials issued at the time. Names and places 
are given. The setting of those years is fought ahve. 

Summers' own conclusions are tentative. It is no part 
of his brief to solve the problem. That is the obligation 
of this country and its institutions, but his own detach- 
ment, his magisterial way of handling the evidence, 
gives the work great credibility. At the very least it 
shows the many areas that need to be ex ammed rnore 
closely: A deeper study of Mafia figures, Amencan in- 
telligence personnel (including military intelligence) 
and anti-Castro activists is arguably necessary after the 

revelations in this book. . f in 

"It is certainly possible that a renegade element in 
US intelligence manipulated Oswald— whatever his 
role on Nov* 22, 1963. That same element may have ac- 
tivated pawns in the anti-Castro movement and t 
Mafia to murder the President, Summers writes. It is a 
scenario that is unpalatable to most Americans, the no- 
tion that the very agencies charged with 
country could unleash forces that would kill the 
ident But such things have happened before at the 
courts of kings and in that world of mirrors we know so 

well from espionage fiction. PIA hanri<? 

The case is unraveling. Old FBI and CIA hands 
proved more willing to talk, to reveal what they had 



held back-contacts with Oswald, strange coincidences 
and contradictions, efforts to build a pro -Castro, leftist 
identity for Oswald, including the appearance of the so- 
called second Oswald in Mexico at a time when the real 
Oswald was in the United States, evidence that OswaM 
Fair Play for Cuba activities were part of the attempt to 
embarrass pro-Castro forces. Oswald met with an im- 
portant U.S. intelligence official before the assassina- 
tion. This man, after the assassination, attempted to 
manufacture a link between Oswald and Cuban Com- 
munist envoys. There is further evidence that when 
President Kennedy was considering normalizing rela- 
tionships with Cuba, the CIA was planning assassina- 
tion attempts against Castro, a possible studied at- 
tempt to subvert national policy,” Arthur Schlesinger 
Jr. told Summers. At the fringes, the agencies could be 

out of control. „ , lf 

Jack Ruby's connections with Cuba, with Mafia 
chieftains (and particularly several who had vowed to 
erase President Kennedy), his need for money, his 
cryptic remarks in jail after the killing of Oswald sug- 
gest that this act was neither spontaneous nor passion- 
ate as it has been represented. 

Summers takes these intricate matters, this cast of 
characters from the nether- world of operators, political 
fanatics, double agentsi from the ordinary folk brought 
in by accident or coincidence to be witnesses— taxi- 
drivers and passers-by, aides and officials; shows the 
methodology of spying-Oswald’s "defection to the 
Soviet Union almost certainly was engineered by 
American intelligence, a classic ploy in the penoa- 
weighs the quality of testimony, the matters of means, 
motive and opportunity, brings us the ingredients of 
suspense fiction with this difference: On every page, 
the connection between actions and events, between 
hatred and vengeance and the terrible doom of the 
young President is made. This is an awesome work of 
reportage, an overview of years of study of the assas- 
sination with the power of a plea as from Zola for jus- 
tice. In its clear and understated style, it is a model of 
its kind of journalism. 
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